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Photos from the first hydrilla eradication project in California, in Lake Ellis, Marysville, 
Yuba County, 1976.  Top: Lake Ellis before treatment, partially drained in preparation.  

Middle: after excavating the lake sediments and during the Vapam treatment.  In the 
foreground, a tractor is ripping in the fumigant.  In the background, sprinklers apply 
water to hold the fumigant in the soil.  Bottom: Lake Ellis after the project ended, in 

approximately 1980. 
 

 
 
 
 

 


